
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

January 2026 
01 Jan  New Year’s Day 

17 Jan   Qtrly Meeting at 10:00 AM at 

VFW Post 1474, 

2902 E. Diamond Ave, Spokane, WA 

19 Jan  Martin Luther King Day 

February 2026 
02 Feb  Groundhog Day 

04 Feb  USO Birthday (1941) 

12 Feb  Abe Lincoln’s Birthday 

13 Feb  Women Marine’s Birthday (1943) 

14 Feb  Valentine’s Day 

16 Feb  President’s Day 

  George Washington’s Birthday 

19 Feb  USCG Reserves Birthday (1941) 

21 Feb  Monthly Meeting at 10:00 AM at 

  VFW Post 1474 

  2902 E. Diamond, Spokane, WA 

March 2026 

03 Mar  US Naval Reserve Established (1915) 

04 Mar  US Naval Band Established (1925) 

05 Mar  US Navy Seabees Birthday (1942) 

08 Mar  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

13 Mar  National K9 Veterans Day 

17 Mar  St Patrick’s Day 

20 Mar  First Day of Spring 

21 Mar  Lunch/Monthly Meeting at NOON 

at The Onion, 7552 N. Division 

Spokane, WA NORTH 

25 Mar  National Medal of Honor Day 

29 Mar  Vietnam Way Veterans Day 

        

CHANGE OF LOCATION FOR 2025 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH: 

Branch 38 Christmas Party  

December 20, 2025  

Longhorn Barbecue (BBQ)  

7611 W. Sunset Hwy, Spokane, WA  

11:30 A.M.  

 

Please bring your family and an item for the  

Toys-for-Tots collection box at the restaurant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fleet Reserve Association 

Inland Empire Branch 038, Inc. 

Spokane, Washington 

www.frabranch38.org 

JANUARY – FEBRUARY - MARCH  2026 

BRANCH BULLETIN 

Inland Empire Branch 038 will be providing 

digital meeting capabilities through Microsoft 

Teams (MSTeams) during the calendar year 2026 

Branch Meetings, in addition to meeting locally, 

in the first two months of each quarter. 

 

(The MSTeams connection will be for those 

shipmates outside the commuting distance of 

the VFW 1474 Meeting Place.) There will be 

no digital (MSTeams) capability in the months 

we have a meeting at a restaurant.  

 

Everyone in the outlying areas will be sent an 

email with the connection to digital meeting app 

one week before the meeting. 

http://www.frabranch38.org/


 

 

 

 

 

The 97th FRA and the 92nd Auxiliary National 

Conventions were held November 3 - 8,  2025 at the 

Oasis Hotel and Conference Center in Springfield, 

Missouri. 

During this convention new FRA National Officers  

and NBOD were elected.  They are as follows: 

National President 

Rick Fetro,  PRPWC, Branch 101 

National Vice President 

 S. D. Martin, PRPEC, Branch 166 

National Executive Director 

 PNP Donna Jansky, Branch 31 

National Parlimentarian: 

 Marty Posekany 

National Chaplain 

 Richard A. Ruiz 

Regional Presidents and Vice Presidents: 

Northeast/New England: 

 RP Joyce M. Harris 

 RVP Kimberly Yoder-Notaro 

East Coast: 

 RP Valerie R. Toulotte 

 RVP Paula D. Falu 

Southeast: 

 RP William T. Grimes 

 RVP William J. Thornton 

Heartland:  (North Central Region & South 

Central Region merged): 

 RP David E. Herndon 

 RVP Michael Russell 

Southwest: 

 RP Edgardo M. Labao 

 RVP Donald L. Kelley 

West Coast: 

 RP Robert L. Porter 

 RVP Marcues Pena 

Northwest 

 RP Robert S. Bean 

 RVP Timothy E. Miller 
 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

Margret “Peg” Burke, Secretary/Treasurer 
FRABranch 38@gmail.com or 509-385-7275 

Margret Burke - YN1 (Ret) 

 

MILESTONE AWARDS 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY-MARCH 2026 

 
Richard Engleman 45 years March 

 

Fleet Reserve Association Dues 

Listed below are those shipmates that are due.  Also 

listed are those Shipmates that will be receiving 

renewal notices of their dues.  Please renew.  Your 

voice and help is needed in the FRA.  Please make 

all checks out to the FRA. 

 

 

Membership Dues 

The cost of renewing your membership is as 

follows: 

1 Year  $40.00 

2 Years $75.00  (6% discount) 

2 Years $64.00  (1st time new mbrs) 

5 years  $180.00 (10% discount) 

Branch 38’s policy for new members to the FRA 

and Branch 38 is it will pay $24.00 and the new 

member pays $40.00. 

Past Due FRA Dues 
There are no dues that have not been paid through 

December 2025. 

Upcoming FRA Dues 
Peg Burke   January 2026 

Paul Brenberger   February 2026 

Craig Liebler   February 2026 

Harlan Oliver   February 2026 

Val Moon   March 2026 

 

Included in the last page of the bulletin is the 

Application Form for the FRA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Delivery Via E-Mail – If you received 

this newsletter by regular mail and are willing 

to receive future copies via email, please 

contact the Branch Public Relations Committee 

Chair at: FRABranch38@gmail.com.. 

mailto:38@gmail.com
mailto:Margret.burk@gmail.com
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Americanism/Patriotism Committee Notice 

Americanism Essay Contest 

The 2025-2026 FRA Essay contest topic is: 

“America at 250 Years: 

What Does It Mean to Me?” 
Contestants eligible to participate are Grades 7 

through 12.  Requirements for the essay is 350 

words or less about the above subject.  National 

Grand Prize is $1,500.  Prizes are given at the local 

and regional level also.  Deadline for submission 

was December 1, 2025. 

 

Inland Empire Branch 38 has received three essays 

to grade this year.  The AP Chair is looking for 

volunteers to grade them for the Branch.  Please let 

Shipmate Rick Baldwin know if you want to be one 

of the volunteers.  He can be reached by email at 

rpbaldwin55@gmail.com or by telephone at 

509-262-2700. 

 

 

 

 

Branch Birthdays 

JANUARY–FEBRUARY-MARCH - 2026 

James Greer   January 3 

William Stroyan  January 8 

Donald Fisher   January 14 

Robert Hunt   January 17 

Marvin Hersel   January 18 

Thomas Lang   January 19 

Paul Brenberger   January 30 

David Melges   February 22 

James Robertsom  February 23 

Rick Baldwin   February 28 

George Peck   March 4 

Roi Sigler   March 25 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL! 

 

 
 

 

 

Veterans Service Officer’s (VSO) Notes 

From the desk of the Veterans Service Officer: 

I continue to follow legislation and new studies 

from the VA Hospital to pursue claims.  Please seek 

an accredited VSO.  Do not use the “Claim Sharks”, 

as they will charge exorbitantly. 

Veterans Services Officer, Branch 38 

Dave Lord, QM1(SW) 

        

 

2025-2026 Branch Officers 
President   Michelle Davis 

Vice President   James Grisham 

Secretary / Treasurer  Peg Burke  

Chaplain   Dennis McCully 

Master-at-Arms  James Robertson 

Board of Directors 
Plus Branch Officers 

Harold Young   Term 2021-2026 

Rick Baldwin   Term 2025-2030 

Anna Martin   Term 2025-2030 

James Robertson  Term 2025-2030 

Robert Bean   Term 2025-2030 

The officers above were on the original 2025-2026 

Annual Report of Officers, along with Shipmate Peg 

Burke as the 6th director.  Now that Shipmate Burke 

is the Secretary/Treasurer of the Branch, she cannot 

be in the two positions at the same time. 

As of November 15, 2025, the Inland Empire 

Branch 038, Spokane, WA is now under Section 

1216a of the FRA C&BL which means we do not 

need to have so many shipmates on the Board of 

Directors in the future.  The above list will change 

during the 2026-27 Officer Election Cycle. 

 

2025-2026 Branch Committee Chairs 

Americanism-Patriotism Rick Baldwin 

Health, Welfare & Rehab Michelle Davis 

Membership    James Grisham 

Public Relations  Peg Burke 

Veterans Services  Dave Lord 

Youth Activities  Robert Bean 

 

 

mailto:rpbaldwin55@gmail.com
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Branch 38 Meeting Dates 

Calendar Year 2026 

 

January 17, 2026 Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave, 

Spokane,WA 

February 21, 2026 VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave 

   Spokane, WA 

March 21, 2026 Lunch/Mtg @ The Onion 

   7552 N. Division, Spokane, WA 

April 18, 2026  Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave, 

Spokane,WA 

May 16, 2026  VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave 

   Spokane, WA 

June 20, 2026  Lunch/Mtg @  

The Iron Horse Restaurant 

 407 Sherman Ave 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 

July 18, 2026  Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave, 

Spokane,WA 

August 15, 2026 VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave 

   Spokane, WA 

September 19, 2026 Lunch/Mtg @  

MacKenzier River Pizza 

2910 E. 57th Ave, 

Spokane, WA 

October 17, 2026 Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave, 

Spokane,WA 

November 21, 2026 VFW Post 1474 

   2902 E. Diamond Ave 

   Spokane, WA 

December 19, 2026 Xmas Party/Lunch at the 
   Longhorn BBQ,  

7611 W. Sunset Hwy 

Spokane, WA 

 

 

 

 

Businesses owned by 

Coast Guard / Navy / Marine Veterans 

 

Beardsley Family Restaurant—26009 N Hwy 395, 

Orient, WA—Owned by members of a retired navy 

husband and wife Chiefs. 

Hat ‘N Patch—Website at www.hatnpatch.com – 

owned by Rod Truitt.  They carry military & patriotic 

hats, patches, pins & more. 

Popular Patch—don@popularpatch.com, 9030 N. 

Hess St, Ste 111, Hayden, ID – Owned by Branch 

Shipmate Don McGrogan (Ask for military discount). 

Sailor Girl Soap and Supplies—

www.sailorsoapgirl.com.  Plummer, ID—owned by a 

former Navy member. 

Seventh Heaven Bakery 

105 S. Madison St., Spokane, WA  99201. 

Website:  twentyseventhheaven.com 

Phone #509-279-9872 

Owned by Lydia Cowles, US Navy Veteran. 

Uncle Sam’s Flag & Gift –14109 E. Sprague Ave, 

Suite #1, Spokane Valley, WA  99216 

Owned by James Martin, U.S. Navy Veteran 

 

Iron Horse Restaurant – 407 E. Sherman Ave, 

Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814.   208-667-7314 

Owned by Blair Bryce, U.S. Navy Veteran. 

Nurse Next Door - home health care 

(serving five (5) Idaho counties. 

Douglas Holcomb, franchise holder, and a Navy HM2 

with 10 years of service. 

418 E. Lakeside Ave, #6-1 

Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814-2805 

Telephone:  208-600-0760 

Ashley Intelligence – an online HR firm 

Website:  ashleyintelligence.biz 

Owned by Ashley Tilton, retired Navy CPO 

Kootenai County, ID 

 

In Loyalty, Protection, and Service, 

Margret (Peg) Burke 

Public Relations Committee Chair 

14707 N. Farragut Ln, Mead, WA  99021-9286 

(509) 385-7275 

Or 

FRABranch38@gmail.com 

mailto:don@popularpatch.com
mailto:FRABranch38@gmail.com
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Name:________________________________________________  Rating/Rank:____________  Previous FRA Membership No.:_______________ 

 Address:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street   Lot/Space  City   State  Zip Code 

Date of Birth:____________________ Telephone: __(____)________________   Email ________________________________________________ 

Service:         USN          USMC          USCG      Status:          Active          Reserve         Retired         Veteran                     Member-at-Large 

         FRA Branch No:      038           

Spouses Name: __________________________               Send Auxiliary Information 

Sponsored by: ____________________________________________ Member No.: _____________________ Branch: ______________________ 

Applicant’s Signature:_________________________________________________________Date:_______________________________________ 

FRA dues are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution for Federal income tax purposes, however, they may be tax deductible under other 

provisions of the Internal Revenue Code.  Membership dues include an annual subscription to FRAtoday, our bi-monthly magazine and Newsbytes, a 

weekly email newsletter with legislative updates. 

Payment options:    :    MasterCard           Visa            Discover          American Express             Check or money order Enclosed 

    Credit Card No.: _____________________________________   Amount: _______________________ 

     Signature:  __________________________________________  Exp. Date: ______________________ 

 

Life Membership Payment Plan: 
         First Payment = $50.00 + 11 equal monthly payments automatically debited from a credit/debit card. 

         Eff Date: _______/_______ 
                         MONTH   YEAR 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                        LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE CHART    |              ANNUAL DUES 

          AGE    AMOUNT           AGE               AMOUNT | 1 Year   $40 

Ages 40 and younger     $600  Age 71 to 80      $380  | 2 Year   $75 

Ages 41 to 50      $570  Age 81 to 90      $260  | 2 Year (1st time Member) $64 

Ages 51 to 60      $535  Age 91 to 100      $145  | 5 Year                $180 

Ages 61 to 70      $475  Ages over 100      Free  |     

 

Phone: 703-683-1400,   Toll-Free: 1-800-FRA-1924 – www.fra.org  

Join FRA:  Membership Application 

I hereby certify I meet the FRA eligibility requirements of being a current or 

former member of the Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard. 

          I would like to join for: 

  1 year, $40        2 Years, $64  (first time members only)      2 years $75 

   5 Years, $180        LIFE Membership (See price chart at bottom) 

http://www.fra.org/

