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Calendar of Upcoming Events

CPO Grade Established (1893)

April Fools Day

Gold Star Spouses Day

Nat’l Former POW Recognition Day
Submarine Force day (1900)

FRA & Aux Scholarship Deadline
Doolittle Raid Over Tokyo (1942)
Qtrly Meeting at 10:00 AM at

VEW Post 1474,

2902 E. Diamond Ave, Spokane, WA
Patriots’ Day

Earth Day

Administrative Professional’s Day
Arbor Day

May Day

Loyalty Day

Silver Star Service Banner Day
Cinco de Mayo

VE Day (1945)

Mother’s Day

Coast Guard Band Established (1925)
Navy Nurse Corps Established (1908)
Peace Officer’s Day

Armed Forces Day

Monthly Meeting at 10:00 AM at
VEW Post 1474

2902 E. Diamond, Spokane, WA25
Memorial Day

June 2026
06 Jun D-Day (1944)
08 Jun USS Liberty Incident (1967)
14 Jun Flag Day
U.S. Army Birthday (1775)
17 Jun U.S. Navy Hospital Corps Est (1898)
19 Jun Juneteenth (Enslaved People Freed) (1865)
20 Jun Lunch/Monthly Meeting at NOON
at The Iron Horse Restaurant,
407 Sherman Ave, Coeur d’Alene, ID
21 Jun Father’s Day
First Day of Summer
25 Jun North Korea invades South Korea (1950)

Inland Empire Branch 038 will be providing
digital meeting capabilities through Microsoft
Teams (MSTeams) during the calendar year 2026
Branch Meetings, in addition to meeting locally,
in the first two months of each quarter.

(The MSTeams connection will be for those
shipmates outside the commuting distance of
the VFW 1474 Meeting Place.) There will be
no digital (MSTeams) capability in the months
we have a meeting at a restaurant.

Everyone in the outlying areas will be sent an
email with the connection to digital meeting app
one week before the meeting.



http://www.frabranch38.org/

Veterans Service Officer’s (VSO) Desk

With the Quarter approaching, [ would like to give
an update on my doings within Mann - Grandstaff
VA Medical Center. As the Branch 38 Veterans
Service Officer I have assisted 40 clients within the
fiscal year. As of this report, [ have five (5) in the
pipeline to be met.

The Regional VSO is Shipmate Brent Hundley
(Branch 97 in Whidbey Island), and the Director of
VSO Education and Training is Shipmate Sha’ Ron
Martin Branch 24 Annapolis MD.

I have been Nominated by FRA National Deputy
Representative, Assistant Director of Legislative
Programs Theo Lawson, and accepted by former
FRA National Executive Director Phillip Reid to fill
the position of Fleet Reserve Association Veterans
Affairs Voluntary Service Committee Member at
the local VA Hospital. I have been to two meetings
thus far and have received the Branch Annual Joint
Review, which I will share with the membership at
the upcoming meetings.

In my off time, [ am the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Commander of Capt James R Shively, VFW Post
1435, Spokane Valley, and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars District 9 Post Benefits Advisor, advising the
Organization on Locations of Services within the
District. I continue to follow American Legion 9,
Disabled American Veterans 6, and the Wounded
Warriors Project of WA, to Advocate ALL
Legislation on Veterans Affairs.

I continue as the Warehouse Manager of Intake for
Serve Spokane Food Pantry where my team of
volunteers assist close to 3,500 clients a month. I
am working daily to fulfill the positions entrusted to
me.

Veterans Services Officer, Branch 38
Dave Lornd, AMI(SW )

Americanism/Patriotism Committee Desk
“America at 250 Years:
What Does It Mean to Me?”
The 2025-2026 FRA Essay contest has been
completed through the Northwest Region level and
we are awaiting the National results: Branch 38
placements are as follows:

12th Grade: 2" Place - Roy D. Jones
Branch 038, Spokane, WA

11th Grade: 3" Place - Aeona Mahalingashetty
Branch 038, Spokane, WA

9th Grade: 2™ Place - Rebekah Sehi,0
Branch 038, Spokane, WA

What is the Americanism Essay Contest?

Annually, the FRA does a contest for Grade
Students 7 through 12 grades. The theme of the
essay focuses around "Patriotism and what it means
to you". The Americanism Lead performs outreach
once the title for the new year theme is provided.

The Essays are reviewed by a selected team of
judges picked by the Americanism lead. The
winners for first, second, and third place by school
grade level will receive a certificate and a check
from the branch. The first place winners’ essays are
forwarded to the region for competition with the
possibility of placing 1% place and forwarding on to
the National level.

Americanism-Patriotism Chair, Branch 38
Rick Baldwin

Newsletter Delivery Via E-Mail — If you received
this newsletter by regular mail and are willing
to receive future copies via email, please

contact the Branch Public Relations Committee

Chair at: FRABranch38@gmail.com..

Membership and Retention
and
Youth Activities Committee Desk

Upcoming events with the Spokane sports
organizations available for information tables:

Military & Veterans Appreciation Nights

with the Spokane Indians Baseball Club will

be May 9, 2026, and September 4, 2026.
Both games begin at 5:30 pm.

We specifically asked that our table be placed at
either the Main Entry Gate area, or on the 1% Base
side of Avista Stadium.


mailto:Margret.burk@gmail.com

Membership and Retention Chair
and
Youth Activities Committee Desk

(Continued)

Our contact at the Spokane Indians’ office has
confirmed our presence for May 9'’s game. We
can purchase as many tickets for Upper Box Seats
at $14 each as we want.

To obtain tickets for the game:
Call Shipmate James Grisham at
509-327-2068 and give him the number of
tickets you want to purchase (you can
request extra game tickets for family
members and friends who want to go to the
game).

All ticket requests from the Branch are to
be made by the 2" week of April (April 5-
11, 2026) through Shipmate James
Grisham by telephone at 509-327-2068.

Shipmate Grisham will then visit the
Spokane Indians’ ticket office on
Wednesday prior to our monthly April 2026
meeting to purchase the tickets. He will
then collect the monies and give you your
tickets at the April 2026 meeting.

Membership and Retention, and
Youth Activities Committee Chair

NW Regional MID-YEAR Convention
May 2, 2026, on MyTeams

The Northwest Regional President is inviting you to
attend the annual NW Region Mid-Year Meeting
for 2026 via digital means, i.e. MyTeams, on
May 2, 2026, at 4:00 pm.

The meeting is set up through Outlook Calendar and
I will continue to try to get the link to you so you
can just click on it.

James V. Guisham
Branch 38 Vice Pnesident
MILESTONE AWARDS
APRIL — MAY — JUNE 2026
Tom Staudinger 15 years April 2026
George Peck 30 years May 2026
James Robertson 25 years May 2026

Fleet Reserve Association Dues
Listed below are those shipmates that are due. Also
listed are those Shipmates that will be receiving
renewal notices of their dues. Please renew. Your
voice and_help is needed in the FRA. Please make
all checks out to the FRA.

Northwest Regional Convention
August 6-9, 2026

———

— ————

Baymont Inn and Suites by Wyndham,
5640 Kitsap Way, Bremerton, WA
The 2026 Northwest Region Convention, hosted
by FRA Bremerton Branch 29, will be held at the

Baymont Inn and Suites in Bremerton,
Washington, on August 6 — 9, 2026. The
Baymont Inn and Suites by Wyndham is very
excited to welcome Fleet Reserve Association
Branch 29 in August 2026.

e Check In: August 6, 2026
Check Out: August 9, 2026
Rates: $110 plus tax per night with a
temporary $50 Incidental hold.

e The rooms are Single King Suites or
Double Queen Rooms. Shipmates and
individual guests need to call in to make
a reservation at (360) 362-0549. Any
rooms not claimed by August 1, 2026,
will be released.



e Payment Method: Shipmates and
individual guests will need to provide a
credit card to put on file as they check in.
Credit card authorization can be provided
to hold rooms, payment for rooms, and
incidentals. Right now all rooms are
being held by Branch 29’s president’s
personal card and will be removed from it
if not claimed by August 1, 2026.

CANCELLATION POLICY:
No Cancellation fee will apply if
reservation is cancelled 30 days prior to
check in date.
A Cancellation fee of 50% equal to one
night room charge will be issued if
reservation is cancelled 14 days prior to
check in date.
A Cancellation fee of 100% of one
night room charge will be issued, plus
tax, for anything less that 14 days
cancellation notice.

NO SHOW POLICY:
The NO SHOW policy for the rooms
reserved is 100% of one night room
charge, plus tax.

2026 — 98th FRA / 93rd Auxiliary FRA
National Convention

98% FRA & &
&

93 AUX FRA .=
NATIONAL oNVENTION 7

September 29th - October 2nd

The 98th FRA and the 93rd Auxilliary, FRA
National Convention will be held from 29
September to 02 October 2026, at The Orleans
Hotel and Casino, 4500 W. Tropicana Blvd, Las
Vegas, Nevada. The hotel is located

4.4 miles from Las Vegas Airport. The hotel does
not provide a free shuttle service. It will take around
8 minutes by car, taxi, or Uber from the airport to
the hotel. The Committee is looking at renting vans
for a shuttle service, stay tuned.

The Orleans Hotel and Casino is located just west
of the world-famous “Las Vegas Strip” and offers a
wide range of facilities. You will find 1886 rooms
in the resort, including 56 suites, an 825-seat
theatre, a 52-lane bowling center, nine restaurants,
and 18-screen movie theater, and over 142,000
square feet of casino.

Group room rates are:
Single or double occupancy.
Sunday — Thursday, $101.69 (inclusive of
room, resort fee and tax)
Friday — Saturday, $127.68 (inclusive of
room, resort fee and tax
Triple Occupancy
Add $20.00 per night to the quoted rate.
Quad occupancy:
Add $40.00 per night to the quoted rate.
Online Booking: Please use this link:
“FRA Annual Convention 2026

Call-in Booking:
1-800-675-3267, reference
Group Code: FRAI26C

Please be aware that all reservations must be
booked prior to Group’s cut-off date of 8/27/2026 to
ensure the availability of the group rate. Group rate
offer from 9/26 to 10/4/26

Check-in begins at 4:00 PM and Photo ID will be
required upon Check-In.

Check out time is at 11:00 AM.

Handicap rooms are available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Guests who need to request an
accessible room are advised to call the hotel when
making reservations to confirm availability with our
Reservations Dept. The hotel will make every
attempt to accommodate special requests. The hotel
cannot guarantee that special requests will be
honored.

Upon check-in, the following items may be
requested for a fee.

Refrigerator: $30.00 + tax per stay. Based on
availability and limited to one per room.
Rollaway beds: $20.00 + tax per day. Rollaway
beds can only be utilized in a king bedroom
type and are based on availability.




Scooter rentals are available at the Bell Desk. If a
guest needs a power chair, those can be arranged,
but the Bell Desk needs 24 hour notice as power
chairs are supplied by a 3rd party.

Rental (Approximate) rates for either a Scooter or
Power Chair are:

1 Day $75 5 Days $180
2 Days $120 6 Days $190
3 Days $160 7 Days $210
4 Days $170

Amenities: Free of Charge:
In-Room Wi-Fi
Fitness Center
In-Room Safe
Unlimited 1-800 Call
Wi-Fi access @ JavaVegs Coffee Shop
High Speed Internet Access in the Business Center
FREE VALET/SELF PARKING
For inquiries, call 702-365-7111
On line inquiries: Orleans@Boydgaming.com

Branch Birthdays
APRIL — MAY - JUNE - 2026
William Nesbitt April 14
Doug Harms April 15
Dave Lord May 7
Laveen Schmidt May 9
Scott Shackleton May 9
Michelle Davis May 16
Tom Staudinger May 29
Leo Fagan May 30
Bill Monger June 19
Daniel Sullivan June 27

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!

SECRETARY’S NOTES
Margret “Peg” Burke, Secretary/Treasurer
FRABranch 38§@gmail.com or 509-385-7275

Margret Bunbie - YNT (Ret)

Membership Dues
The cost of renewing your membership is as
follows:

1 Year $40.00

2 Years $75.00 (6% discount)

2 Years $64.00 (1st time new mbrs)
5 years $180.00 (10% discount)

Branch 38’s policy for new members to the FRA
and Branch 38 is it will pay $24.00 and the new
member pays $40.00.

Past Due FRA Dues
There are no dues that have not been paid through March
31, 2026.

Upcoming FRA Dues
Marvin Hersel April 2026
George Peck May 2026
William Nesbitt May 2026

Scott Shackleton June 2026

Included in the last page of the bulletin is the
Application Form for the FRA.

2025-2026 Branch Officers
(All up for Re-election)

President Michelle Davis
Vice President James Grisham
Secretary Peg Burke
Treasurer Scott Shackleton
Chaplain Dennis McCully

Master-at-Arms James Robertson

Board of Directors

(All up for Re-election)
Plus Branch Officers

Harold Young Term 2021-2026
Rick Baldwin Term 2025-2030
Anna Martin Term 2025-2030
James Robertson Term 2025-2030
Robert Bean Term 2025-2030

The officers above were on the original 2025-2026
Annual Report of Officers, along with Shipmate Peg
Burke as the 6" director. Now that Shipmate Burke
is the Secretary/Treasurer of the Branch, she cannot
be in the two positions at the same time.


mailto:38@gmail.com

As of November 15, 2025, the Inland Empire
Branch 038, Spokane, WA is now under Section
1216a of the FRA C&BL which means we do not
need to have so many shipmates on the Board of
Directors in the future. The above list will change

during the 2026-27 Officer Election Cycle.

Spokane, WA

Businesses owned by
Coast Guard / Navy / Marine Veterans

Beardsley Family Restaurant—26009 N Hwy 395,

2025-2026 Branch Committee Chairs

Americanism-Patriotism
Health, Welfare & Rehab

Membership
Public Relations
Veterans Services
Youth Activities

Rick Baldwin
Michelle Davis
James Grisham
Peg Burke
Dave Lord
Robert Bean

Branch 38 Meeting Dates

Calendar Year 2026

April 18, 2026

May 16, 2026

June 20, 2026

July 18, 2026

August 15, 2026

September 19, 2026

October 17, 2026

November 21, 2026

December 19, 2026

Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave,
Spokane, WA

VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave
Spokane, WA

Lunch/Mtg @

The Iron Horse Restaurant
407 Sherman Ave

Coeur d’Alene, ID

Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave,
Spokane, WA

VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave
Spokane, WA

Lunch/Mtg @
MacKenzier River Pizza
2910 E. 57th Ave,
Spokane, WA

Qtrly Mtg VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave,
Spokane, WA

VFW Post 1474
2902 E. Diamond Ave
Spokane, WA

Xmas Party/Lunch at the
Longhorn BBQ,
7611 W. Sunset Hwy

Orient, WA—Owned by members of a retired navy
husband and wife Chiefs.

Hat ‘N Patch—Website at www.hatnpatch.com —
owned by Rod Truitt. They carry military & patriotic
hats, patches, pins & more.

Popular Patch—don@popularpatch.com, 9030 N.
Hess St, Ste 111, Hayden, ID — Owned by Branch
Shipmate Don McGrogan (Ask for military discount).

Sailor Girl Soap and Supplies—
www.sailorsoapgirl.com. Plummer, ID—owned by a
former Navy member.

Seventh Heaven Bakery

105 S. Madison St., Spokane, WA 99201.
Website: twentyseventhheaven.com
Phone #509-279-9872

Owned by Lydia Cowles, US Navy Veteran.

Uncle Sam’s Flag & Gift —14109 E. Sprague Ave,
Suite #1, Spokane Valley, WA 99216
Owned by James Martin, U.S. Navy Veteran

Iron Horse Restaurant — 407 E. Sherman Ave,
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814. 208-667-7314
Owned by Blair Bryce, U.S. Navy Veteran.

Nurse Next Door - home health care

(serving five (5) Idaho counties.

Douglas Holcomb, franchise holder, and a Navy HM2
with 10 years of service.

418 E. Lakeside Ave, #6-1

Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-2805

Telephone: 208-600-0760

Ashley Intelligence — an online HR firm
Website: ashleyintelligence.biz

Owned by Ashley Tilton, retired Navy CPO
Kootenai County, ID

In Loyalty, Protection, and Service,
Margret (Peg) Burke
Public Relations Committee Chair
14707 N. Farragut Ln, Mead, WA 99021-9286
(509) 385-7275
Or
FRABranch38@gmail.com
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Join FRA: Membership Application

LOYALTY

[192 44% “;‘?7202 2] I hereby certify I meet the FRA eligibility requirements of being a current or
E A’Q/"; J former member of the Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard.

@Am I would like to join for:
L1 year, $40 [ 2 Years, $64 (first time members only) [ 2 years $75
L1 5 Years, $180 [ LIFE Membership (See price chart at bottom)

Name: Rating/Rank: Previous FRA Membership No.:
Address:
Street Lot/Space City State Zip Code
Date of Birth: Telephone:  ( ) Email
Service: ] USN [_] USMC [] USCG  Status: [__] Active [__] Reserve [__]Retired [__]Veteran [ JMember-at-Large

[] FRA Branch No: __ 038

Spouses Name: [] Send Auxiliary Information
Sponsored by: Member No.: Branch:
Applicant’s Signature: Date:

FRA dues are not tax deductible as a charitable contribution for Federal income tax purposes, however, they may be tax deductible under other
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code. Membership dues include an annual subscription to FRAtoday, our bi-monthly magazine and Newsbytes, a
weekly email newsletter with legislative updates.

Payment options: [ | MasterCard [__] Visa [_] Discover [__] American Express [_] Check or money order Enclosed
Credit Card No.: Amount:
Signature: Exp. Date:

Life Membership Payment Plan:
] First Payment = $50.00 + 11 equal monthly payments automatically debited from a credit/debit card.
Eff Date: /
MONTH YEAR

LIFE MEMBERSHIP PRICE CHART | ANNUAL DUES
AGE AMOUNT AGE AMOUNT | 1 Year $40
Ages 40 and younger $600 Age 71 to 80 $380 | 2 Year $75
Ages 41 to 50 $570 Age 81 to 90 $260 | 2 Year (1 time Member) $64
Ages 51 to 60 $535 Age 91 to 100 $145 | 5 Year $180
Ages 61 to 70 $475 Ages over 100 Free |

Phone: 703-683-1400, Toll-Free: 1-800-FRA-1924 — www.fra.org



http://www.fra.org/

